[ ‘DIRT, STONES, AND OLD BONES ' | 
a detailed timeline for 


Col. Henry BROWN's LAKE ROAD CEMETERY 


(“formerly” in Brownhelm Twp., Lorain Co., Ohio ) 


=- Chapter 1 --- 
PRIVATE FAMILY BURIALS ON THEIR OWN FARMS 
( during the earliest pioneer-settlement ) 


-- 1822 (Oct.): Charlotte (BROWN ) GOODRICH, 
(daughter of Brownhelm's founder, Col. Henry Brown), 
died -- and was probably interred within the Goodrich 
farm on "lot 5", (west of where the cemetery was later 
established on "lot 6"). Later, her body would have been re- 
interred into this cemetery, when it was officially created in 
1836. [ The re-interment of family-farm burials, 

into the later-established public cemeteries, 

was very common in those early pioneer days. ] 
The record of her headstone comes from a circa-1940 
transcription by the local D.A.R.; however, that headstone[*] 
has not been rediscovered since then, and her exact 
gravesite is unknown ( but clues in the D.A.R. notations 
Suggest that it was probably on the former "west half " 
of this a see '1947', below ). 


[*- A 'footstone' inscribed 

with her initials, "C. G.", 

was found(*), in several 

broken pieces scattered 

in the existing "east half" 

of the cemetery; and it had 

obviously been up-rooted 

in its entirety --- therefore 

being an additional indication 

that it had originally been 

within the "lost" west portion 

of the cemetery -- but simply 

tossed into the "east half", 

afterward. (*- ) J 
( Her headstone had a 


“willow-tree” design, as 
per the D.A.R.'s notes. ) 


-- 1822 (Nov.): Stephen JAMES, Jr., died, and was 
interred at the western edge of the Stephen James, Sr., 


family-farm. [ This specific area of the JAMES 


family farm, later became the east half-acre of 
the public —— in 1836. (see '1836', paisid 


-- 1824 (July): Judah HART, and also his wife Abigail 
(BELDEN) HART, died at their lake-shore farm ( at the 
north end of future-named Sunnyside Rd.), and were 
interred there. [ Both were later re-interred into the 
cemetery after 1836 -- and both of these HART graves are 
located in the existing "east half " portion of the cemetery, 
( but the entire upper-half of Abigail's headstone is 
currently missing. Nor was it recorded by the D.A.R., 
circa-1940, so presumably it was also missing prior to 
that time; see 'circa-1937', below ).] 


-- 1824 (Aug.): Bildad BELDEN died after arriving 
from Conn. to visit[*] his daughter Abigail Hart, here, 
and was also originally interred at the Hart family's 
farm ( but presumably without any headstone, there ). 

[*- source, is the Rev.War pension-file for one of his brothers. | 
( Later, after being re-interred into this cemetery after 
1836, his white-marble tombstone was then purchased --- 
probably in the 1840s: its unique style is nearly identical 
to several other local-area headstones miade circa- 1850. ) 


His gravestone errs in his 
birthyear ; his actual birth 
was officially recorded in 
1745 (not "1742"). And 
although he was granted 
a military pension for his 
"Rev. War service", but he 
never actually participated 
in any conflicts, but instead 
spent his entire one-year- 
enlistment repeatedly sick 
in the hospital ( according 
to his own signed statement). 
(Also see '1937', below.) 


-- 1824 (Nov.): the 17-y.o. daughter[*] of Thos. and Zilpah 
SLY died and was interred at the Sly family-farm, on 
"lot 4", ( west of present-day Sunnyside Rd. ), 

but reinterred to the cemetery after 1836. Her grave 
is probably within the lost "west half" of the cemetery; 
r x © em but her badly-damaged 


das eae so headstone was later 
moved / placed onto the 
remaining, "east half", 
portion of the cemetery. 
(See '1943', below, for 
additional notes.) 
[*- her first-name may 
have begun with "P " 
if perhaps the later- 
unearthed footstone 
inscribed "P. S." had 
also marked her grave. 
(See '1843', below, for 
her father's grave.) ] 


_- "1827"(Aug. ): Leman BARNUM died, and ostensibly 
was interred here within the Shepard|[*] family's farm, 
( this being the same property from which, in 
1836, the west half-acre parcel of the public 
cemetery was created; see '1836', below ). 


[*- Leman Barnum was an in-law to Mr. Shepard. | 
His headstone is currently missing, ( but was recorded 
in the circa-1940 D.A.R. transcriptions ); his gravesite is 
very likely in the lost "west half" of the cemetery. 
{note: Leman's widow, Pamela ( the daughter of local-pioneer 
Sylvester Barnum), later married Dr. Chapman of Elyria. } 
-- "1828"(Oct.): Jason WELLS died, and was probably 
interred within "lot 4" (west of present-day Sunnyside Rd.) 
but re-interred into this cemetery after 1836, probably 
in the lost "west half". The headstone was inventoried 
circa-1940 by the local-D.A.R., but is ee missing. 


[ According to the D.A.R.'s 
notations: that 'Wells' 
tombstone had a 

“willow-tree and urn” 
design, ( perhaps being 
similar to this one, ina 
nearby cemetery ). ] 


-- "1830"(June): Minorace[*]| BARNUM died and 
ostensibly was interred within the Shepard farm. 

( This grave is presumably also in the lost "west half " 
of the cemetery; the headstone is currently missing.) 
[*- “Minor_ies” per a circa-1940 transcription; but other 
historical records suggest the spelling 'Minorace'. 

( This was not a wife of Leman Barnum, if the "1830" year-of- 
death was correctly transcribed. In fact, the inscription as it 
was recorded, did not indicate "wife of ", or "dau. of " --- 


which therefore infers that "Minor_ies" was an adult male. ] 


-- 1834 (Oct.): 17-y.o. Jane LATHROP died, and was 
interred at the Lathrop farm, west of Beaver Creek, 

in Black River Twp. ( but re-interred to this cemetery 
after 1836; her parents had moved into Brownhelm 

Twp. by 1836.] Her headstone is currently missing; 

her grave is presumably in the lost "west half". [see '1947'] 
( Circa-1940, the inscription on the lower portion of her 
broken headstone was transcribed by the D.A.R., --- but 
the uppermost part, with her first-name, was already gone; 
and, the D.A.R. miss-transcribed her parents' surname as 
"WINTHROP", presumably due to its additional damage.) 

{ Her correct surname and also her first-name, was recently 
provided by Gayl Ryan, as per the 1830s journal of Elijah 
Lathrop ( the father of the deceased girl ), in which he had 

also recorded her death. ( Her death-date, age, and her 
parents' names, matched the D.A.R.'s transcription for all 
except the D.A.R.'s mistaken surname spelling,"WINTHROP".) } 
-- A few additional nearby farm-burials probably had 
occurred between 1816 ( the first pioneer-settlement 
of this township* ) to 1836, which might also have 
been re-interred into this cemetery after 1836, 

( although, there is no reliable way to verify the existence 
of unrecorded / unmarked / unidentified graves, without 
doing a systematic archaeological 'dig'; and the exact 
identities of corpses with no tombstone, would potentially 
remain forever a mystery).  [*- first settled in '1816', not “1817”] 


--- Chapter 2 --- 
"PUBLIC CEMETERY" OFFICIALLY CREATED 


-- 1836 (Nov.): Brownhelm's 'founder', Col. Henry 
Brown, is granted two half-acre parcels of land, 

( being a half-acre parcel from Levi and Sophia SHEPARD, 
and an adjoining half-acre parcel from Stephen and Rhoda 
JAMES ), to establish a "Public Burial Ground" of one 
full acre ( which ostensibly encompassed the Shepard and 
James families' private burialgrounds --- otherwise there 
would have been no apparent reason to merge these two long- 
and-narrow strips of non-frontaged land, instead of merely 
utilizing a single one-acre parcel ). [ Also at about this 
time, some family-farm burials, ( in particular, the ones 
as specifically mentioned above ), from elsewhere along 
the “Lake road”, began to be relocated ( re-interred ) 
into this newly-designated "Public" cemetery site. ] 


-- 1840 (March): Elisha LEACH died, 
and was interred in this cemetery --- 
his grave ( and headstone ) is within 
the existing "east half". [ Additional 


members of his family are said to later 
have been also interred alongside him. ] 


-- ”1840”(Oct.): Charles SMITH died, and was interred 
here ( as per D.A.R. records, but his headstone is currently 
missing ). His grave is probably in the lost "west half " 
of the cemetery. [ His likely 'footstone', pr- LZ] 
"C. S.", was later ( in the 1940s? ) 
up-rooted, and apparently simply 
tossed onto the very edge of the 
remaining "east half " of the cem., 
( where it was eventually discovered 
and unearthed; see '1994', below). ] 


{ Note: The first German immigrants began to arrive 
to Brownhelm Twp., circa-1832; and by the year 1850, 
the German-Americans had become the predominant 
landowners in the neighborhood around this cemetery. } 

-- 1841 (Aug.): the first known burial of one of the recent 

German immigrants, (johannes) Henry SCHROEDER, 
age 7 ; Fy ( whose widow, Elizabeth, 

married George Hahn, who 

later helped their own son to 
start Lorain National Bank ). 

[George Hahn's mother was 

Doredea HAHN, whose grave 

is nearby SCHROEDER's. ] 


< His tombstone was 
accidentally unearthed 
by a farmer bulldozing 
too near the east edge 
of the “east half”. 

(see '1993', below) 


-- 1842 (Oct.): Henry CLAUS ( also a German immigrant ) 
was ostensibly interred here --- he lived / died less than 
a mile distant. { No headstone was recorded for him, 
here; but his grave does not seem to be in any other local 
cemetery. } His wife, Martha ( HILDEBRANDT ) CLAUS, 
may also be interred here. She pis = the poo yoa 
( If indeed they are interred PF: 
here, their graves are probably 
nearby the other CLAUS family 
members here.) 
[ headstone for Phillip CLAUS > 
( unearthed by author and 
erected for photo, in 1994).] 


-- 1843 (Aug.): Thomas SLY was — Sare, 
( being the last known burial g 3 
of a non-Germanic settler ). 
His grave is said to have 
been on the lost “west side” 
( but his headstone was 
later moved to the “east 
side”). See further below, 
about the discovery of this i 
tombstone in 2003, ( and other É. 
details ). [Also notice the deep 
scratches, presumably caused 
prior to being removed from his 
grave on the former “west side” 
of this cemetery. ( His daughter's 
tombstone, while on that side, 
suffered even worse damage. )] 


-- circa-1847( to circa-1862): periodic burials of members 
of more than a dozen of the German immigrant families. 
Some of the surnames on their headstones, are: 
CLAUS /KLAUS, ENGELBRECHT, GRUNEWALD, HUESNER, 
KUECHMAN, KUHL, LUTZ, MUENSTER, and SCHALLHAUS, 
( and, several more members of the above-mentioned HAHN 
family, who never had tombstones; see “circa-1940”, below. ) 
Here are tombstones (in 1994) of children from those families: 


~died age 3~ "~died age 4~ ~died age 2~ ~died age Te 
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aded; age 8~ ~died age 2~ i ~died age 5a ~ age 6 mos. 


Most of those children are “orphaned” in this graveyard; 
their parents (etc.) are interred at other local cemeteries. 


Also during that time, a family named 'Braun' purchased 
the easterly adjoining farm, ( shortly after they had also 
come here from Germany ). They sometimes used the 
Americanized spelling, 'Brown' --- but obviously they 
were not from the family of Col. Henry Brown,( the 
'founder' of Brownhelm ). This Braun family and their 
descendants, owned and resided on this adjacent farm 
from circa-1854 until circa-1984. (Also see '1917', below.) 


-- 1855: A transfer of ownership of the land adjacent to 
the "west half" of the cemetery occurs, and specifically 
“excepting therefrom, one half-acre for burying-ground”. 


-- 1857: the cemetery is marked / denoted as a grave- 
yard (GY “) on the published '1857' Lorain County map 
of Brownhelm Township. (Its location was approximated.) : 


-- 1862: this is the year of the final known burial in 
this cemetery ( unless Adam WELLMES was indeed 
interred here in 1866; see 'circa-1940', below ). 


--- Chapter 3 --- 
THE CEMETERY SLOWLY “DISAPPEARS” 


It is unlikely that any further burials occurred here 
after the 1860s. The residents of this neighborhood 
clearly seem to have switched preference to the larger 
Brownhelm Cemetery on North Ridge Road. And in 
1874, this little cemetery was no longer even denoted 
on the published Brownhelm Twp. map of that year. 


-- 1874 through 1917: the cemetery seems, 
little-by-little, to have become neglected, then 
mostly forgotten. Most of the "east half" had 
even been used as pasture for livestock / cattle, 
by the owners of the adjacent farm to the east, 
( the Braun family ). And unfortunately, their 
livestock began to utilize the headstones as 
scratching-posts, causing almost all of the 
headstones to be knocked over, before 1917. 
Finally in 1917, printed in the Vermilion (Oh.) 
newspaper, there is a brief reference to this cemetery 
being in extreme disrepair, as stated by C.G. Leimbach 
( in a speech about Brownhelm's “Centennial” celebration ): 
“This morning, Mr. Braun and myself visited an old 
cemetery near his home, and out of perhaps fifty or 
one-hundred graves, there is only one headstone 
standing|*|. We tore the vines and rubbish from 


some of these stones".... [*-- undoubtedly refers to the 
Henry LUTZ headstone --- which is verified in a circa-1916 
photograph of this cemetery. ] ( image 'cropped' to show details ) 
i 


[ The barns in the background were owned by George Risden; 

J 
The “Henry LOTZ” [LUTZ] headstone was still upright, then. 
The two tombstone 'bases' in the foreground, are also for LUTZ 
family members. [ Their headstones are still here, now, but ... 


Henry LUTZ “LOTZ” Gertrude LUTZ 


.. in 1994, none of those LUTZ gravestones were upright; 
and the upper half of Gertrude's headstone was totally buried 


beneath sod ( but unearthed in 1994, and erected for that photo ). 
But Henry's 'footstone' ( in the ca.1916 photo ) wasn't located. ] 


Also mentioned in that same '1917' news item, 
was a ( supposed ) tombstone for "David WALPOLE" 

"died 1818, age 31" --- but, mysteriously, this actually 
might mostly be a fabricated inscription, because: 

1.) The quoted (supposed) "Walpole" epitaph, 

"Tisn't life that counts, but the courage we put in it", 

is an almost exact wording of an opening-sentence in 

a 1913 fictional novel, 'Fortitude', ( by British novelist, 
Sir Hugh Walpole(!!): "TISN'T life that matters! 'Tis the 
courage you bring to it." That quote appears numerous 
times, with slight variations, throughout Walpole's novel. 

( The Walpole novel was popular in U.S.A., so probably could 
have easily come into the hands of a local resident by 1917. ) 
2.) No such "WALPOLE" headstone was recorded by the 

D.A.R., (a mere two decades later). 

3.) Historically there is no mention of any 'WALPOLE' 
family ( nor similar name ) in connection with Brownhelm 
Twp.'s earliest settlement years. ( The pioneer-settlement 
of this entire township had just begun in 1816. ) 

It is certainly odd that anyone ( Mr. Braun ? ) would 
"invent" or falsify an inscription ( although --- perhaps only 
"coincidentally" --- it was apparently at that same time when 
the legend of the "BRAUN buried-treasure" began; see below ). 

{ Incidentally: the graves within the remote 
‘Onstine' family burialground at nearby Amherst 
Twp., eventually had to be entirely removed into 
a different, larger, public cemetery --- due to the 
continual search for the "Onstine buried-treasure". } 


-- 1917 through 1936: the cemetery becomes even 
more neglected, and slowly the fallen headstones 

on that east "Braun's side" began to be buried under 
composting leaves, livestock manure, etc. ( However, 
the adjacent farmer to the west, George Risden, is said to 
have carefully preserved several headstones on "his" side, 
by plowing completely around them to avoid them. ) 

One headstone which was reportedly still positioned 
within that “west” side in the 1920s, was the headstone of 
(Thomas SLY ; but apparently a subsequent tenant-farmer 
removed that headstone from atop that grave, and slid it 
barely onto the "Braun's side". (see below) 


-- 1936: The “west side” landowner, George Risden dies, 
and his widow, Mae, rents their farmland to a tenant- 
farmer, ( who apparently began encroaching upon the 
cemetery's "west half", by plowing and planting some 
and perhaps eventually all, of it --- including directly 
upon one of the small fallen headstones. see 'Sly', below ). 


-- circa-1937: some members of the local-D.A.R. 
entered the cemetery and recorded the (visible) 
headstones --- and with the discovery of Bildad 
BELDEN's headstone, they began researching his 
potential Rev. War involvement, and they declared 
him a "Rev. War Soldier". [ But as mentioned above, 
although he received a military pension simply for 
enlisting for that War; but due to his recurring illness, 
he never fought. ( Two of his brothers had also enlisted; 
one died in the Battle of Long Island, along with almost 
that entire unit. Bildad would also have participated in 
that battle if it had not been for his prolonged illness.) ] 


The D.A.R.'s inventory notations also specifically 
mention, that several of the fallen headstones had 
— (by circa- isa become partially “buried in sod”. 


| This headstone was denoted 
py the D.A.R., as being a 
‘ “marble stone buried in sod”; 
a) however, they were still able 
bees to see and copy its 'inscription': 
“Anna B. ~ wife of Jacob 
MUENSTER’| a.k.a. MEENSTER ] 
~ died “1849”, age “49” ~ 
[But, slowly it became buried 
under several inches of “sod”, 
$ until it was unearthed in 2008. ] 


3 and apparently several other headstones had already 
become completely covered-over, by that time; and 
therefore not discovered / recorded by the D.A.R.] 
Those notes also make reference to a wire fence 

which had been previously erected though the center 

of the cemetery, north to south -- physically sectioning 
the cemetery into two halves -- the "east half ", and the 

"west half ". ( This fence had been erected prior to 1916, 

and is visible in the circa-1916 cemetery photograph.) 

Their notations even indicate that the headstone of 

"Zilpah(?) SLY”, was lying "in a plowed field" on that 

west side, (which, that “plowing”, over-top her headstone, 

was ostensibly the cause of its current severe damage ). 


Based upon that clue in the D.A.R. notations, ( that 
they had gone to the other side of the fence to transcribe 
that headstone), the following headstones seem to have 
also still been on that west side of that fence, at that 
time: (in the exact 'order' as presented in the D.A.R. report ) 
C. SMITH, M. BARNUM, “WINTHROP"[*], (girl) SLY, 
C. GOODRICH, L. BARNUM, J. WELLS. 

So, it seems more than mere coincidence that those are the 
same headstones which are currently missing (except 'SLY'). 
[ *- there were a few errors in the D.A.R. report, (as often 
occurs when transcribing old and badly-eroded tombstones ); 
the main transcription-errors being: 
"WINTHROP" ( instead of LATHROP ). "Judith" ( instead of 
Judah ) HART. "Adah"( instead of Telah ), being the father 
of Leman BARNUM. And "Zilpah" SLY, but that headstone, 
even then, was already 'broken' ( as per their own notations ); 
and the existing portion of that inscription merely shows 
'Zilpah' as being the name of that girl's mother. ] 
{ Interestingly, the circa-1940 D.A.R. transcriptions didn't 
include the headstone of that girl's father, Thomas SLY 
(which was discovered / unearthed by the Diane Medina family 
in 2003, beneath the collapsed remains of the old wire fence 
between the two "halves" of the original cemetery ) --- 
but an early-1930s eye-witness ( the grand-daughter of 
George Risden; see '1948 June’, below ) asserted that this 
grave /headstone was still located in the "west half" of the 
cemetery when she was a frequent childhood visitor there. 
( But because no livestock were 'grazing' on that side, some 
of it became very overgrown*; which perhaps prevented the 
D.A.R. from viewing that headstone. *-see the circa-1916 photo.) 

But regardless of when it had occurred, but that 

entire headstone must have been fully "up-rooted" 

from the "west half" and slid barely under that fence, 

( and therefore it obviously doesn't mark his actual 

grave now ). See '1943', below, for additional notes. } 


Also at that time (circa-1940), a man named Martin 
Gerke informed the D.A.R. that his grandfather Charles 
G. BACHMANN ( son-in-law of Doredea Hahn ) was 
interred here -- along with Chas.' 2-year-old daughter, 
Dorethea BACHMANN ( grand-dau. of Doredea Hahn ). 


Mrs. Elizabeth (Wagner) Mischka also informed the 
D.A.R. that her grandfather, Burkhard WAGNER 
(son-in-law of Doredea Hahn) was additionally interred 
here. ( However, those BACHMANN and WAGNER 
graves apparently never had any headstones. ) 

{ Another son-in-law of Doredea Hahn, and another of 
her grand-daughters, probably are also interred here : 
Adam WELLMES, and his 2-y.o. daughter, Anna Eliza -- 
also never having headstones on their graves. Regardless, 


the entire “HAHN family plot” is marked only by Doredea Hahn's 
tombstone. (Any other “family plots” are likely marked similarly.) } 


-- 1943 to 1947: the cemetery again seems to 
have been forgotten. The "east half" continued 
to be used as pasture; and an increasing portion 
of the "west half" apparently continued to be 
plowed / planted by a tenant-farmer. 


--- Chapter 4 --- 
CEMETERY “LOST” 


-- 1947 (June): A transfer of ownership of the land 
adjoining the "west half" of the cemetery, occurs 
with no mention of that cemetery-parcel in the new 
property-deed description. ( However, there was 
technically no legal need to specifically mention the 
‘excluded' cemetery parcel --- it had already been 
‘excluded' per several prior property-deeds. 
Instead, the legal-description of the boundary-lines 
of the adjacent land, should have been rewritten to 
simply reflect the “jog” around the cemetery-parcel. ) 
-- 1947 (Nov.): Again that same adjacent property, 
transfers to a different new owner ( and the '1836' 
property-deed for the "west half" of the cemetery, 
is completely simply ignored, again). 
-- 1948 (Jan.): a legal-process seems to have been 
started, in an attempt for that landowner to finally 
gain ownership of the actual "west half" cemetery 
parcel itself. ( The likely reason for that action would 
be that they probably discovered tombstones on this 

“west side”, while attempting to clear this section for 
cCommercial-development; and, as a result, determined 
that their own property-deed had a faulty “boundary-line”.) 

However, that process seems to have gotten no 
further than the collecting ( and official recording ) of 
two '1948' affidavits, which asserted that the west half 
of the cemetery had not been in use as a cemetery 

"for more than 40 years" or "for more than 50 years". 

That same affidavit confirms that the cemetery was, 
in 1948, still "in the possession of Henry Brown and 
the successors in title". ( Col. Henry Brown was the 
only legal owner, because in actuality there were no 
sSuccessors-in-title after his death; the property-deed 
had never legally transferred out of Col. Brown's name!) 

[ More research is needed to determine if the 

"abandonment" process was ever completed 

( resulting in the adjoining landowner officially 
gaining specific legal ownership of the "west half " 
of the cemetery, at that time ); or if instead, to 
present-day, the "west half " cemetery-parcel is 
perhaps also still technically owned by Col. Brown. ] 

But any headstones remaining anywhere upon this 
“west half" in 1948, were presumably removed at that 
time ( perhaps somewhat thoughtfully --- or perhaps by a 
bulldozer, haphazardly, and now deeply buried nearby). 


-- 1948 (June): again the western adjoining property 

changes title, this time to ‘Holiday Inn and Motel, Inc.' 

(not affiliated with the later national hotel-chain of that name). 
Sometime after this, the construction begins of a 
motel complex, ( including the bulldozing of a very 
small northerly part of the "west half" of the cemetery- 
parcel to a depth of at least 4 feet, for a parking area). 
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S: re i a 
Circa-1960 birdseye-view of the “Holiday Inn” motel. © 
( The 'red' outlined area, is the approximate location of the 
original cemetery; the “west half” being under the three 
cottages, sometime after 1948.) It is not known with 
certainty that any tombstones (or graves ) were still 
remaining by that time, on this "west half"; however, 
the affidavits of 1948 do not mention any re-interments 
occurring during that decade, nor is there any record 
of any graves being moved after those "abandonment" 
proceedings. But the previous property-owner, George 
Risden, is said to have protected and preserved some 
tombstones also on that "west half " prior to 1936; and 
so the probability is that at least a few of those graves 
were never formally re-interred elsewhere. 
[ Perhaps pre-1948 aerial photographs, if located, might 
at least give a hint as to the exact location of these “lost” 
headstones prior to the construction of the motel complex. 
But if there were any graves ( or headstones ) uncovered 
during the motel's construction, there seems to have been 
no public acknowledgment of it, by the 1948 contractor nor 
the property-owner. ] 


-- 1950s to 1980: the cemetery seems to have been 
totally forgotten --- the "west half" being completely 
overtaken for the motel complex ( and later being 
converted to monthly-rental cottage-apartment units); 
and, by the 1980's, the "east half" had become densely 
overgrown with trees and many wild-grape vines --- 
except a small patch of periwinkle groundcover -- and 
with a large fallen headstone still partially visible, 
near one of the cottage-apartments. 
-- circa-1980: persons helping to compile a book of 
Lorain County cemetery-transcriptions, sought 
permission to enter the remaining "east half" of the 
cemetery premises, but were denied entry by the east 
adjoining land-owner, who insisted that the remaining 
east half of the cemetery was their own private 
property. ( That landowner's assertion was, of course, 
false. The deed to the cemetery's "east half" never 
underwent any legal change at all.) 

Prevented from entering, these transcriptionists 
then relied upon the earlier D.A.R. work, and therefore, 
the listings as published in the 1980 Lorain County 
Cemeteries book for this "Lake Road" Cemetery, 
merely duplicate the D.A.R.'s work ( and, of course, 
also duplicate the D.A.R.'s errors; see above). 

That same book's page for this cemetery, repeatedly 
denotes that the whole cemetery "is now lost". 


--- Chapter 5 --- 
CEMETERY “FOUND” 
( and partly reclaimed ) 


-- circa-1992: The adjoining landowner /farmer to the 
east of the cemetery, ( Felix "Fel" Masowich ), while in 
the process of clearing / bulldozing the border of his own 
farmland, accidentally unearths one[*] of the fallen / 
buried headstones from the perimeter of the “east 
side” cemetery-parcel. [*- the headstone of Henry 
SCHROEDER; which apparently had never before been 
discovered or recorded during prior transcriptions. ] 
Simultaneously --- during a visit to a resident in the 
apartment ( as converted from the old motel ) directly- 
adjacent to the cemetery --- Rose Reising Thompson- 
Smith and her mother Helen Reising-Plumb observe 
that same farmer disturbing the tombstones, and they 
severely reprimand him for encroaching upon the 
cemetery. ( During prior visits to that cottage-apartment, 
Rose's children and grandchildren had previously found 
some fallen and barely visible headstones near that 
apartment, including the Bildad BELDEN tombstone.) 
Afterward, Rose and Helen then alert another nearby 
resident, Mary Konik, about the cemetery being in 
peril -- and Mary subsequently contacts long-time local- 
historian Dale Kellogg ( of the Lorain Co. Chapter, O.G.S.). 


-- 1993: On Nov. 5, historian Dale Kellogg, and several 
other people, enter the mostly-overgrown "east half" 
cemetery-lot, and, by utilizing a list[*] created from the 
circa-1940 D.A.R. transcriptions, they attempted to 
inventory the existing headstones. [*- That group in 1993 
had also acquired photocopies of some artistic sketches of 
several of the tombstones. These sketches originally must 
have been created before some of these fallen headstones 
became completely hidden under sod --- and, before the 
D.A.R.'s circa-1940 endeavors ( because obviously the D.A.R. 
was unaware of some of these headstones --- some of the 
headstones in the sketches, are not present in the D.A.R.'s 
inventory list) - so, perhaps created at the same time as 
the circa-1916 cemetery photo and the 1917 news-item. ] 
The 1993 group was able to locate “11” headstones, 
that day, (Nov. 5) -- “9” of which had previously been 
inventoried --- plus "2" which had never before been 
recorded: the SCHROEDER headstone unearthed by that 
farmer's bulldozer; and the 'death-date' portion of a child's 
broken headstone, which also seems to have incidentally 
been unearthed in the area designated as the “children's 
section” of the cemetery --- by 'woodchucks' (groundhogs) ! 


( one of the old sketches, ie 
perhaps created ca.1917 ) } 
> This is one of the 
3 headstones which 
* Supposedly was also 
Ya inventoried in 1993 
bee --- but this Oct.1994 

=A photo shows it was 
44 newly unearthed in 
sq 1994: sunlight had 
| not yet even caused 
i any 'bleaching' to it. 


[ See the Lorain 'Morning Journal', Nov. 6, 1993,(sect.'C',p.11) 

for more info about their 1993 inventory attempt. 

That news item erroneously connects the "New England" 
Col. Henry BROWN family, to the "Germanic" BRAUN 
family ( the intermediate owners of that east-adjoining farm ). 

It also wrongly states that Bildad BELDEN was a local 
resident, when instead he actually died when he came here 
to visit his daughter, ( who had died just a few days prior ).] 


That group intended to return later to do more 
prodding of the ground to search for any less-visible 
( or entirely buried ) headstones, but were prevented 
from re-entering, by that adjoining land-owner 
( who believed, falsely, that the cemetery had been 
'legally' absorbed into his east-adjacent farm ). 
{ Several years afterward, with the help of a real-estate 
attorney, the Brownhelm historical group conclusively 
proved that the nearly-2-centuries-old property-deed 
for the "east half " had never left the owner-ship of Col. 
Henry Brown --- and that farmer and the City Council of 
Vermilion were said to be 'formally' notified of that fact. } 


-- 1994: In the Fall of 1994, (and due to the persistent 
urging of his 'paternal' grandmother, Helen Reising-Plumb ) 
Erie County cemetery-transcriptionist, T.A. Reising-Derby, 
starts to inventory the headstones ( unaware that the 
1993 group had briefly attempted it, the prior year). 

[ He also had a particular interest in this formerly "lost" 
cemetery, it being very near the farm homestead where his 
mother's ancestor, Doredea HAHN, was attributed to have 
lived /died (on Sunnyside Rd.) --- although no headstone/ 
death/burial information had ever been published {*} 

about her; but he hoped that this would be her burial site.] 
The first gravestones which he subsequently discovered 
were, of course ( as he afterward learned several years 
later ), the same “11” that had been inventoried the prior 
year (Nov. 5, 1993). But during a several week period, 
with much prodding into the composting earth, and 
through the weeds and vines and tree-roots, he was 
able to locate most of the rest of the fallen and buried 
headstones that had been last inventoried circa-1940. 


Me oF ee Pe <The cemetery in 1994. 
PASS OS OTe ( These 'LUTZ' head- 
stones were newly re- 
erected for the photo. ) 
Notice the huge wild- 
grapevines entangling 
everything. ( Also notice 
4 the slight color variation 
of the top section of the 
one headstone -- due to 
that piece being freshly 
excavated at that time. ) 


He had almost given up on proving that Doredea 
HAHN was interred here --- until, the very final 
tombstone he uncovered that Fall, was indeed for 
Doredea's grave. ( A large wild-rosebush -- and an 

immense wild-grapevine -- and a small tree --- had 

rooted themselves directly atop her deeply buried 
headstone --- encompassing it completely. 

It must have been beneath the ground there for 
many, many, decades, and it showed virtually no 
signs of exposure to the elements --- its inscription 
was Still nearly as clear and crisp as the day it had 
been placed upon her grave, 140 years prior.) 


Arr 


{*- However, ( as he also learned much later ), one of the 
very old sketches in possession of the 1993 group, was of 
"Dordea" (sic) HAHN's headstone ( but unfortunately 

that information had never been shared for inclusion in 
the data for this "lost" "Lake Road Cemetery " in the 
'1980' book, ' Cemetery Inscriptions of Lorain County ' ). 


So -- if he had known, then, what he knows now -- he 
probably would never have undertaken this arduous, 
nearly-thankless, ( and seemingly never-ending** ) 
"Brown's Lake Road Cemetery" project. } 


- and through to 2008: 

Although he made several subsequent attempts to 
locate the half-dozen "missing" headstones, and any 
others which might never before have been recorded, 
( and assisted the excavation of Elisha LEACH's and Thomas 
SLY's headstones, detected by the family of Diane Wargo Medina, 
during their independent clean-up of the cemetery, after it had 
again become completely overgrown, a decade after 1994; 

land also assisted with an additional independent clean-up of the cemetery, 
another decade later, when it had again become completely overgrown. 
but the headstones which the D.A.R. had inventoried 
for 'GOODRICH', 'BARNUM', 'LATHROP’, 'SMITH', 
and 'WELLS', have (as of 2008 ) never been found 

( which they may never be, if perhaps they were simply 
bulldozed away, during the construction of the "motel"). 


Additional note: 

The "abandonment" affidavit, recorded in 1948, 
mentions that at least one grave was removed 
circa-1890 (although it doesn't mention the identity, 
nor to where re-interred ). 


It is perplexing why all(!) the known burials in this 
little "forgotten" cemetery, weren't also eventually re- 
interred into the larger cemetery on N. Ridge Rd. --- 
especially considering that several of the graves here 
in this 'graveyard', had formerly been moved into it 
from the nearby family-farms; and clearly their mere 
‘re-interment' wasn't perceived as being disrespectful. 
The much more important thing was to have the grave- 
sites in the most suitable locations ( and particularly 
when prior locations no longer continued to be suitable ). 


Presumably at the time of the '1948' "abandonment" 
affidavits, it would have been the Township's governmental 
duty to move out all of the burials; but there is no evidence 
that the Township made any attempt to intervene at all. 
This little 'graveyard' was apparently no longer a “public” 
cemetery by the year 1874 (per the "1874" township map). 
The Lorain County government had no record of it being 
‘public' anytime during the 1900s, ( even though, by the 
beginning of that 20th-century, detailed plot-maps began 
to be maintained for all the other local public cemeteries ). 


So, although this little cemetery was originally 
legally designated and intended as 'public', however it 
would be inaccurate to describe it as still having been 
"public" even during the latter 1800s, and definitely 
not into the 1900s. 

For whatever reason, it did not retain its 'public' 
status --- the local-government apparently had no 
involvement in this cemetery during the 1800s --- 

and even issued periodic public-denials about their 
responsibility for it, during the 20th-century. 
“Officially”, it seems to have always functioned as a 
"private" cemetery --- with the 175+ year-old historic 
property-deed(s) being ‘legally’ still in the name of 
Brownhelm's founder, Col. Henry Brown. 


There is more to add about Col. Henry Brown's '1836 ' 
property-deed(s), but that subject is legally complex 
(and ongoing ), and will have to be detailed in the future. 


But an interesting aspect --- that despite the fact that 
he and his family also resided on a very nearby lake-shore 
farm -- the 'founder' of Brownhelm, Col. Henry Brown -- 
is not interred in this little cemetery which he himself 
had established --- but he is instead entombed at the 
large cemetery on North Ridge Road. He, and others 
of his immediate family, have a prominent long row of 
uniquely interconnected headstones, there --- but also 
badly neglected. 


( And, with no known living descendants for many, 
many past decades -- no one else ostensibly has any 
legal authority to intervene in their disrepair -- they 
technically still belong to that 'Brown' family --- even 
though the entire family is presumably extinct. ) 


{ TO BE CONTINUED } 


[**- 2019 mini-update: 

And also without any "legal descendants" of 
Col. Henry Brown, there was apparently no one 
able (or willing) to defend both of his historic '1836' 
cemetery-deeds -- and as a result, the “east half” 
portion of this cemetery seems to be "owned" (as 
‘taxable’, vacant land) by the City of Vermilion, now. 

So --- perhaps before this forlorn little 'graveyard' 
becomes even more encroached and diminished, and 
entirely encompassed within “heavy-industrial zoned” 
modern commercial development --- maybe the City 
will finally agree that this site truly "no longer 
continues to be a suitable site" to properly honor 
and respect these very-early pioneers of Brownhelm 
Township --- whose other deceased family-members, etc., 
were long-ago instead interred within the obviously 
much more suitable local area burial sites. ] 


-------- (c)2008 t. derby ----------- 


{ See also the collection of circa 1912-1938 
historical photographs of “North Cliff ” 

( the George and Mae Risden house and farm ), 
which includes the full circa-1916 photo 
of “Brown's Lake Road Cemetery”. 

[ likewise freely available at the 
“Brownhelm Township History Archives” 
at archive.org ] 


[ reverse side of circa-1916 photograph of the cemetery 
( and the Risden barns ) after removal from scrapbook-paper; 
cropped / enlarged: | 


[ and digitally enhanced:] 


+ 


T 


( supposedly just a silly “game” of some teenage girls, circa-1916 ) 
[ Regardless, it implies that the “Hidden” treasures were “near” 
the “Barnyard Garden --- not necessarily within the cemetery. ] 
( Although, in essence, this portion of the old cemetery was 


part of the “Braun” barnyard, by the time of this photo. 
Also see the circa-1960 “birdseye view”, above. ) 


